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Business Person of the Year
selection hits a high note
with Lamorinda Music
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By Diane Claytor

Last year was a good year for
Lafayette’s John McCormick.
The co-owner of Lamorinda
Music completed his second
term as president of the
Lafayette Chamber of Com-
merce. His popular store was
selected by Diablo Magazine
readers as the East Bay’s 2021
Best Musical Instrument Store.
And he ended the year by being
named the Lafayette Chamber
of Commerce Business Person
of the Year, an honor Mc-
Cormick says was both surpris-
ing and extremely gratifying.
Music has always played an
important role in McCormick’s
life. He met his wife (and busi-
ness co-owner), Colleen, while
both played alto saxophone in

co-owner John McCormick
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John McCormick at Lamorinda Music in downtown Lafayette.

the Cal Marching Band. He still
plays with both the Cal Alumni
Band and the California
Repercussions.

In 2009, music took on even
more significance to Mc-
Cormick. Colleen McCormick,
who had been a science in-
structor, decided to change ca-
reers. After contemplating vari-
ous options, the couple elected
to open a music store. “We
thought about what we know
and like and music was the
clear answer,” John McCormick
said.

Acknowledging they had no
experience with small business
ownership, the McCormicks did
their due diligence, visiting var-
ious music stores for ideas and
to learn what worked and what
didn’t.
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ARPA funds distribution
comes into greater focus

for Lafayette

... continued from Page A2

$200,000 to local restaurants
to support outdoor dining;
$90,000 in assistance to en-
sure the long-term viability of
the Veterans Memorial build-
ing, a nonprofit that due to
decreased rentals during the
pandemic is experiencing sig-
nificant revenue declines; and
$270,000 in HVAC and ventila-
tion improvements at the
Community Center. Foster
noted the new allocations are
$920,000 in total.

Foster said he was still re-
viewing the United States
Treasury’s 437-page document
that was released last week
with more ARPA rules. He in-
dicated it will provide more
flexibility in the use of funds,
especially for small cities. In
the case of Lafayette, adjust-
ments to the standard revenue
loss (up to $10 million) can be
made and the new rules will
allow ARPA allocations to be
used for general city services
and recovery from the
pandemic.

Council Member Dawson
note that the subcommittee’s
“immediate needs” recom-
mendations are based on
helping Lafayette households
and families as well as on ad-
dressing the needs of small
businesses in the community.

Council Member Wei-Tai
Kwok asked about the Veter-
ans building and if the $90,000
allocation would only allow
the nonprofit to meet funding
needs through June, but might
cause them to “collapse”
shortly thereafter. Foster said
more ARPA funds coming in
the summer months will be
applied to meet the subcom-
mittee’s goal to provide more

funding in the future, al-
though funding parameters
that shift continually, he said,
leave the final determination
unknown. Vice Mayor Anduri
said the organization with this
immediate need funding can
get to the end of their fiscal
year and deferred mainte-
nance projects will allow them
to stay stable, assuming events
resume by the summer.

The council then dis-
cussed the LPIE funding for
mental health services deliv-
ered to students. Council
Member Susan Candell ex-
pressed concern that the ben-
efits were distributed equi-
tably to all schools in the dis-
trict. Dawson said LPIE will be
active in facilitation the
money being distributed to
the district; after which the
district makes sure funds are
dispensed equitably to all
schools in its jurisdiction.

In a brief discussion about
the $500,000 drawn from gen-
eral funds to purchase the
Park Theater and how those
funds might be replaced, Fos-
ter said, “You have to do these
things without knowing if
ARPA rules will allow the city
to offset the costs.” While
awaiting the arrival of new
ARPA ruling on city funds al-
locations, Foster reiterated
that when approved by coun-
cil in November 2021, the tim-
ing necessary to purchase the
theater meant making the de-
cision to take the money out of
the general fund and then
deal with the resolution of it
later.

Council voted unani-
mously to approve the recom-
mendations for “immediate
needs” funding as presented
in the staff report.

Lafayette
Public
Meetings

LAFAYETTE
City Council
Regular Meeting
Monday, Jan. 24, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, Feb. 7, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love

Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, Jan. 26, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube
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This great Moraga home just sold for
$605,000 over the listing price.

Why? Several improvements were made to make the home more
current and comfortable given the lifestyle needs of buyers today.
All of these improvements were paid for through the
Compass Concierge program.

The funds were made available at no interest cost to the Seller and
repaid at the time of sale. We coordinated all of the work after the
Sellers moved to their next home and then placed the property on the
market achieving these outstanding results.

Give us a call if you would like to discuss how we can do this for you!

Elena Hood
925.254.3030
Elena@Orinda.com
BRE: 1221247
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REAL ESTATE GROUP

Lafayette | Moraga | Orinda

é Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

GALLEGOS BOAMAN GROUP

PREMIER LISTINGS

The market is starting early this year!

Call us to hear about our upcoming listings in Burton Valley.

If you are thinking of selling, now is time!

Give us a call to hear about what pre-market
improvements are the most valuable to today’s buyers.

Ranked in Top 1% of Realtors in Contra Costa County

Christine Gallegos | Amy S. Boaman
Gallegos Boaman Group
925.878.2883 | 925.997.6808

DRE# 01896511 | DRE# 01433269
gallegosboaman@compass.com
gallegosboaman.com

COMPASS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771, All material presented herein s intended for informational purposes only and s compiled from sources deemed
reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. If your property is
a

IS 2022 THE YEAR FOR A NEW HOME?

CALL US TO BE READY FOR THE SPRING MARKET! 925997.6808




